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MEMBERSHIP S I N THE HAMILTON NATURALIST S' CLUB FOR 19 81-1982 ARE NOHJPUE 

You will shortly be receiving your membership renewal forms for the new 
season. The fee schedule is unchanged with the following categories listed 
below: Life - ©200.00; Contributing - $20.00; Active - $10.00; Joint (husband 
and wife) - $12.00; Student - $3.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles 
from Haminton) and Senior Citizens - $5-00. Please renew promptly and be 

sure to notify us of any change in address so that we may keep the WOOD DUCK 
coming without interruption. 

For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Barry 
Cherriere at 506-575 Queenston Road, Hamilton, Ontario L8K UQ or phone 
560-7476. 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public interest 
in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural heritage. Meetings 
are held monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are always 
welcome. Outdoor field events are scheduled for every month and a complete 
listing for the entire season may be obtained from the Membership Secretary. 

I I I I I I-H-+ 

ANNITAL MEETING will be held Monday. Oct. 5. 1981 in accordance with the new 
By-Laws approved Mar. 9 , 1981. 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 


At time of writing there seems little hope that this issue of the Wood Duck 
will be delivered on time. We will be ready in any case but will have to wait 
for those Post Office workers to do the rest, 

I hope that all of you have had a great summer with all sorts of exciting new 
experiences. Do let us hear about them and keep Ron's file full to overflowing. 

Norm Ralston and Dean Gugler have been busy planning an interesting indoor pro¬ 
gram and a varied roster of field events. Plan to participate this season. 

The spring and summer weekend outings and Wednesday evening walks have been 
well attended. Sincere thanks to all who provided the leadership for these 
events. With Early Goldenrod and Smooth Aster in bloom and shorebirds heading 
south, fall seems to be just around the corner. This means it's time to get 
out and enjoy the out-of-doors before winter snows begin to blow, 

Hope to see you all at the first indoor meeting on September 14th, Mabel and 
Bob Stamp will be on hand to greet you. In the meantime I'M off to B.C. hoping 
to take some of our good weather with me. 

Hazel Broker 


FROM THE EDI TOR 

When Autumn comes and Summer ends, 

It's back to work with ink and pens, 

To gather your articles from far and wide, 

In Volume 35, they will reside. 

Hope you had a pleasant summer and wore able to do most or all of the things 
you had planned to do. Whether you travelled far or just around home, I'm sure 
you have something to tell about. May I encourage you to take a little time to 
note some of your nature experiences and share them through the WOOD DUCK. This 
is the 'life blood' of a naturalist club and helps to promote further interest 
in our natural heritage. 

At the September meeting I will once again be posting a list to recruit 
volunteers to help with the collating and mailing of the WOOD DUCK. If you can 
spare 2 or 3 hours on the last Monday of the month to help Sheila Forbes at her 
home, please sign the list. A team of 4 or 5 makes the job go very quickly. 


S hort H ews Items: 

From the Christian Science Monitor, June 12/81 comes this note. 

"The community of Monchengladbach, West Germany, recently enacted an ordinance 
making it a high crime and misdemeanor to feed pigeons. The constitution of West 
Germany guarantees freedom of action. A lady who fed pigeons contrary to said 
ordinace got herself a fine of 50 marks. She appealed on grounds of constitutional 
privilege. The Supreme' Court held that freedom of action is not impaired when in¬ 
dividuals are required to obey ordinances that are "overwhelmingly" in the interest 
of public good. Birds are a nuisance, saith the court." 

From the Toronto Star, Aug. 13/91 • 

"A request from a Halton motor cycle club to use a regional forest for a 
special one-day competition this fall was recommended for approval yesterday by 
the region's works committee despite some councillor's objections. 

The Halton Off-Road Riders' Association wants to use the Britton Tract (East 
of Guelph Line, north of Hilton Falls C. A.) for a skill-testing natural terrain 
contest in November. 

Some councillors argued that the motorcycle group's request could set a 
dangerous precedent." What do you think? 
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EVENTS 

*4f*********-x-****-i<-;.^-'iH t #^**********-'- # 

* MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


FOR SEPTEMBER 

-;:-*i:-*******-!f*-5f*4:-*********-»:-***-)f**-:f-5s-- i :-*-!.-****'5i-**'X-**** 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


Time MO NDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1901 at 8p, m, 

Place Royal Botanical Gardens, Centre Auditorium 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 


Speaker Mr, Pierre Mineau will present an illustrated program on 
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"Fish Eating Birds of the Great Lakes" 


Pierre is a member of our Club and for the past several years 
lias worked with the Canadian Wildlife Branch of Environment 
Canada based from the Canada Centre for Inland Waters. In his 
program he will discuss the current status of the fish eating 
birds of the Great Lakes with respect to population mumbers, 
reproduction and effects of toxic chemicals. Don't miss this 
first indoor program of the new season. Meet your friends after 
the long hot summer and enjoy refreshments afterwards. 

Next Meeting : Annual Meeting and Election of Officers - 
Monday October 5th (1st Monday) 


VISITORS WELCOME STAY FOR FELL OWSHIP AND REFR ESHMENTS 

**^#*-r t Y**^::**r-*i^-JHt****4?*^*^******#**#****4f4f^******4f#***rr#****^****-!f4f-4r*****'!f-******-);-* 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS SEPT-/0CT/81 CLUB FIELD EVENTS 

SATURDAY. SEPT. 5 - 1:30 p.m. 

Fall Wildflower Hike - Asters, goldenrods,etc. Meet at parking lot at S.W. 
corner of King St, West & Paradise Rd,,Hamilton. 

Leader: Hazel Broker 527-0333 


SUNDAY, SEPT. 13 - 8;30 a.m . 

Spooky Hollow - Let’s look at Spooky Hollow in the fall and then come back 
in winter this year. Meet at the Mountain Plaza, Fennel & Upper James, 
Hamilton, Bring a lunch. 

Leader; Hazel Broker 527-0333 


SUNDAY, SEPT, 20 - 8;30 a.m. 

Fall Bird Hike - Join Kevin's annual trip around the Dundas marsh and 
lakeshore area. Bring your lunch and look for migrants and shore birds. 
Meet at Dundurn Castle parking lot. Bring a lunch. 

Leader; Kevin McLaughlin 549-7057 


SATURDAY, SEPT, 26 - 1;30 p.m. 

Bring paper pencil,guidebooks and your curiosity. This will be a different 
kind of field event and a chance to chat over a light snack. Meet at 949 
Slote Road (off Ilwy 99 near Copetown) 

Leader: Bill Campbell 648-1302 

SUNDAY. -QCT. 4 - 9 a.m . ========== 

Snort Hills Sanctuary - Let's look for flowers, birds, trees and ferns 
with our intrepid sanctuary director, Meet at the James & Fennel Mountain 
Plaza parking lot, Hamilton, Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Marion Shivas 628-6846 


.-I:*****:*:******:*:******** ***************************** 








FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB 


(with comparative figures 

for 1980) 


Assets 

Cash on hand and in bank 

1981 

1980 

$7,209 

58“046 

Accrued interest 

827 

1,085 

Bonds and Term Deposits (at cost) 

56,000 

27,527 

Spooky Hollow Santuary (at nominal value) 

1 

1 

Short Hills Wilderness Area (at nominal value) 

1 

1 

Equipment (at nominal value) 

1 

1 


$64,039 

86,661 

Liabilities 

Accrued Expenses 

$ 291 

232 

Surplus 

General Fund 

9,979 

9,543 

Sanctuary Fund 

50,717 

74,046 

Endowment Fund 

3 ? 052 

2,840 


$63,748 

86,429 


$64 039 

86,661 


'Hazel Broker" Director 


"L.V. Evans" Director 

Fixed assets are charged to expense in the year - 


(Significant Accounting Policy 
of acquisition.) -- _ _ _ 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures 
for the year ended April 30, 1 981 
(with comparative figures for 1980) 

Revenue 


1981 


1980 


Fees 

$ 3,389 

3,968 

Donations 

1,019 

1,037 

Sanctuary property tax rebates 


244 

Interest 

5,834 

7,936 

McLaren Memorial 

1,361 

715 

Bequest - E.M. Grader Estate 


500 

Other 

476 

86 


$12,079 

14,486 

iditures 



Wood Duck 

$ 1,168 

1,114 

Monthly meetings 

• 624 

660 

Postage, stationery & supplies 

1,347 

542 

Affiliation dues 

405 

660 

Conservation 

100 

525 

Jubilee Meeting 

- 

554 

Sanctuary property taxes 

■547 

394 

McLaren Memorial 

29,547 


Equipment purchases & repairs 


290 

Other 

511 

172 


$34,760 

6,552 

s of revenue over expenditures 

$(22,681) 

7,934 

us at beginning of year 

$86,429 

78,495 

us at end of year 

$63,748 

86,429 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB held Monday 
May 4,1901, at Royal Botanical Gardena Center, Burlington, Ontario 
at 8;00 p.m, ___ 


Hazel Broker, President, welcomed the approximately 70 members and guests. 

She thanked Joan and Jack Peters for welcoming the members, Dean Gugler and 
Bruce Mackenzie were thanked for leading canoe trips and an amphibian hike 
respectively. 

Bruce Duncan reported on the Long Point Birdathon, The club's represent¬ 
ative was Bob Curry and he saw 121 birds, including a European Widgin and a 
Louisiana Waterthrush. Bob raised approximately $1,700 for the Birdathon 
Fund and the Hamilton Naturalists' club. Bruce thanked the members who had 
helped Bob obtain sponsors. 

Hazel Broker announced that David Agro had won the Ross Thompson Trophy 
with a total of 206 species and that Brian Pomfret v?as a close second with 
192. The trophy will be presented at the Annual Meeting in October. 

The dedication of the Robert MacLaren Memorial Sanctuary and unveiling 
of the plaque donated by John Carey will take place on Wednesday June 10 at 
7;00 p.m. at the Puslinch Wetlands Conservation area. 

Ruth Grove reported on a rare flower which is protected at Pinery Provincial 
Park, It is "Blue Heart" -Duchnera americana in the Figwort family. It flowers 
at the end of July. 

Hazel reported that a new publication "Birdfinding in Canada" was now 
available at a cost of $10. per year. It is Canadian in scope. 

Extra copies of the F.O.N. magazine "Seasons", sprang 1981 are available at 
a cost of $2,50. This edition is devoted to Long Point and has some very 
interesting articles. 

The program for the evening consisted of three members showing some of 
their slides; 

Don Bailey presented slides of birds, including many gulls, swans and terns; of 
particular interest were photographs taken from a blind of nesting birds with 
their chicks. 

Margaret Mackenzie gave us an amusing and informative show on the Gaspe Penin¬ 
sula and Newfoundland, including the National Parks of Fouillon and Gros Morne, 

Norman Ralston took us to the North and South islands of New Zealand for a 
look at the extremely varied topography and flora from thermal and Volcanic 
areas to the glaciers of the south. 


Hazel Broker thanked the three members for their presentations. 

She also thanked Phyllis Morrow for her slides shown in the Foyer which 
Were taken on Club outings during last Spring and Summer; Shirley Klement and 
her helpers for the refreshments; Edith Lawrence for looking after the Name 
Tags for this meeting; and the Wood Duck production team. 

She concluded by wishing members a good summer. 

Barbara Reid, Secretary. 


•iqupqs peuxp— 9atj •()■[ S spsuxurem trexpHireg •£, f eisparp *q 'sop “A 
fq.ja *9 fq.euS.Ao *c, fuexxA ’p iqexaAex *£ fqq.es uo q.es fepSSaS -p : sxefisuy 
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CEREMONY OF DEDICATION 
of 

TRIBUTE TO DR. ROBERT MacLAREN 


The poet said: “What is so rare as a day in June?' 1 We were very skeptical 
of the weather during the day of Wednesday, June Tenth, 1981 , tut when the 7:00 
P.M. time approached for the planned ceremony, the evening emerged sparkling and 
refreshing in keeping with our sentiments honouring the memory of our beloved 
late Member. 

One hundred friends attended at the Puslinch Upland-Lowland complex and 
walked on wildflower-lined paths to the site of the memorial. 

The magnificent bronze plaque, donated (and text composed) by John J. Carey, 
had been mounted on a huge boulder found on the property and moved to a spot deep 
in the Upland Woods, with two charming woodsy benches erected opposite, courtesy 
of the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority officials, who now own the property. 

Proceedings were opened by Mr. Ben Vanderbrug, General Manager of the 
Authority, who introduced the Chairman of the Authority - Mr. A. H. McCoy. 

Mr. McCoy welcomed those in attendance, followed by Mrs. Marion Shivas, 

Sanctuary Director of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club, who outlined the acquisition 
of the property, telling of the costs involved, the features of the landscape, and 
of Dr. MacLaren's deep interest in its preservation as a natural heritage. 

The plaque was then unveiled by Mrs. Robert MacLaren, the three lovely 
MacLaren Children, Mr. J. J. Carey and Mrs. Shivas. John Carey read the 
inscription on the plaque, and the Reverend Boorman (Chaplain at Henderson General 
Hospital) offered a meaningful prayer of dedication. It was a touching ceremony 
in memory of our friend and naturalist colleague. 

The MacLaren Family, Friends and Donors from the Cancer Clinic at Henderson 
Hospital, Hamilton, President, Miss Hazel Broker, Directors, Members and Donors 
from the Hamilton Naturalists' Club Officials of the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority and Members of their Fish and Wildlife Advisory Board (on 
which Bert had served)', and the Reverend Boorman, expressed their thanks and 
admiration for the manner in which we had honoured Bert. 

Mr. James Anderson (a long-time member of our Club and now of the Valens 
Conservation Area), served cider and cookies at the conclusion of the ceremony. 

We especially wish to thank Mr. Vanderbrug and Mr. John Coates of the 
Authority, for the planning and placement of the dedicatory memorial. 

The moving text on the plaque - 

"He walked afield, savouring all the goodness 
Of our great country, and with patient care 
Taught those with less experience how to know 
A woodland flower - fern - night-flying moth. 

Or fungus nestled in the tangled twigs 
Of forest floor. His knowledge was profound— 

Diversified, exact, a wondrous gift 
Befitting such a man - a man of science 
Whose life was dedicated to his fellows. 

best expresses the measure of the man we honoured. 


7 

BIRD STUDY COURSE 


The Continuing Education Division, Sheridan College, is again offering a twelve 
week night course in the Fall, entitled: 

BIRD STUDY II ( Intermediate t o somewhat Advanced ) 

Instructor: Rssemary Gaymer 


The course will be suitable for those whose experience is beyond the 
absolute beginning level of bird identification and who have some understanding 
of birds beyond basic identification. 

Those who have not previously attended the basic course(Birdy Study I) 
will be just as welcome as those who have, and will not find themselves at a 
disadvantage, and newcomers will receive extra handout material to match that 
already in the possession of those who have attended the basic course. Re¬ 
peaters of 1979 Bird Study I also welcome. Sessions are varied in format, 
with more participation than lectures, with workshops, regular quizzes; and 
the emphasis is on the development of the skills of observation. Interwoven 
with all sessions will be more advanced general knowledge about bird form and 
function, behaviour, distribution,etc. 

The course is fun rather than formal-but you will learn a lot. The evening 
sessions are augmented by at least two field trip3, probably more. 

BOOKS Please bring your field guides to each class, preferably - 
Birds of North America Robbins et al, Golden Press, and 
A Field Guide to the Birds (Eastern and Central North America),Roger 
Tory Peterson, 1980 edition. Houghton Mifflin. 

N .B, Textbook- Watching Birds , P.obert Pasquier, 1980 Houghton Mifflin 

TO BE PURCHASED IN CLASS ON FIRST NIGHT-$7.90. If you do not already 
have it, don't buy it elsewhere as we have been able to obtain a special 
discount price'. 

Place Main Campus, Trafalgar Road,Oakville - Room C.144 as usual. 

Time 7:30 p.m.(2% hours each session) 

Starting Wenesday, September 23,1981 

Fee $45.00('less $5.00 for paid-up members of the South Peel Naturalists' 

Club, Toronto Field Naturalists, Hamilton Naturalists' Club; Halton 
Field Naturalists, Richmond Ilill Naturalists' Club) 

For further information about registration, please contact - 

Continuing Education Division, Sheridan College, 1430 Trafalgar Road, 
Oakville, L6H 2L1 

Telephones: 845-9430(Oakville); 323-9730(Clarkson); 632-7081 (Burlington) 


MSMLmm by Roger Powley 

1. A group of geese is called a_. 

2. A badger's den is called a_. 

3. A young hare is called a_. 

4. A female fox is called a____• 

5 • A young swan is called a_____. 

6 . The terrestrial stage of a newt is called an___. 

7. A female cottontail is called an___. 

8 . A male duck is called a__ 

9. An aplodontia, mountain phenacomys and eastern pipistrel have something 

in common. They are all___ ___ 

10. Ontario's only lizard is called the__-__ __. 

(from Toronto Field Naturalists #336, Dec/80) Answers on page 5. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 


THE ART OF R OBERT BATEMAN; 

"If I could paint like another wildlife artist it would be R.obort Bateman"..,., 

Roger Tory Peterson. 

ROBERT BATEMAN is a Canadian artist who’s time has come. Recently chosen Artist 
of the Year by American Artist Magazine he has had, and will have, major exhi¬ 
bitions of his work in the United States and in Canada and films have been made 
on the man and his art. Robert Bateman is a trim and athletic man of 51 who 
appears much younger than his age. He has travelled to Africa, the Arsrtic, 
Nepal, the Galapagos Islands, Australia,the Antarctic and of course, across 
Canada, in pursuit of subject material. His daily routine of hiking through 
the wooded land surrounding his home outside of Burlington, Ontario also serves 
to keep him in constant touch with the habits of nature. To watch him work is 
almost spectator sport. Most of his paintings are created in the studio or on 
the balcony of his North Burlington "dream house" located by Ontario's Bruce 
Trail and Niagara Escarpment. When he paints, the mood is almost festive, and, 
as he applies his acrylic paints to canvas, he will usually be found alternately 
fielding long distance calls, listening to taped music, or chatting to friends 
or family. 

Bateman comments, "First I tried to paint like van Gogh and Gauguin,then a 
period of abstract painting followed and while! was never completely satisfied 
making paintings without recognizable subjects, I did learn a great deal." 
Bateman made the shift from painting abstract images to realistic ones after he 
viewed the exhibition of Andrew Wyeth's paintings in 1963. At that time, he 
was teaching art in public shhools but Igegan to devote his free time to tra¬ 
velling and gathering material that could be used for his paintings. Although 
he had painted and sketched since he was a boy in Toronto, his status as a 
full-time artist came at the age of 45, "It was around 1975 when I kind of 
slid into becoming a professional artist," he explains. "I took a half a year 
off to get ready for my first international one-man show in England." 

Bateman has always been a restless, inquisitive individual, brimming with 
scientific curiosity but in the midst of all his pursuits has always been a 
ceaseless artist. For Robert Bateman, work and play remain as inseparable 
as art and life. 

THE ART OF ROBERT BATEMAN is the first book to bo devoted to his work and it 
promises to be the most successful book on a wildlife artist published for 
years. It is an exciting publishing event because not only will it appeal to 
the broadest range of nature and wildlife lovers, but also to art lovers, for 
Bateman's work invites comparison with the famous realist painters of our era, 
notably Andrew Wyeth in the United States and Alex Colville and Ken Danby in 
Canada. 

The FOREWORD by PIERRE ELLIOTT TRUDEAU will reflect the Prime Minister's 
sensitivity to the arts and his deep interest and experience in the world of 
nature. The INTRODUCTION by reknowned artist/writer ROGER TORY PETERSON will 
introduce the reader to Bateman's particular achievements as a wildlife artist. 
Based on extensive interviews with Robert Bateman the TEXT by R.amsay Derry will 
trace Bateman's education and development as a naturalist and artist and will 
discuss the artistic and personal&ifluences on Iris work as well as analysing 
many of his pictures in detail. 

180 pages, 82 colour plates, 25 black & white photos 

$40.00 Penguin Books - publication Date October 5,1981 

(New Publications - cont'd next page) 
Black-masked Little Bear - (cont'd from page 10) 

we are glad it is so, for if anything can be more American than apple pie (and many 
things are, despite the cliche), it is surely the raccoon. 

(reprinted from Nature Centre News, Kalamazoo - Jan/78) 
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New Publications Available (continued ) 

Orion Nature Book Review 

Whatever type of books in the general field interests you most—-friendship 
with animals, encounters with wild nature, descriptions of wild nature, conser¬ 
vation arid ecology, living in harmony with nature, conservation and ecology, 
living in harmony with nature, biographies,nature guides--the Orion Nature Book 
Review covers it in the more than forty feature articles, full-length reviews, 
and brief reports contained in each monthly issue. In addition, the Review 
spotlights urpustly overlooked, previously published books; carries interviews with 
leading authors; and excerpts from important works; and offers an exclusive 
department on children's books-»fiction and non-fiction--identified by age range 
written by the prominent author-critic Anne Eliot Crompton. 

The Orion Nature Book Review is published at Box 581, 362 Main St., Great 
Barrington, MA 01230. Subscription rate is $7.99 a year in the U.S., $12.99 
outside the U.S. The Review also provides a Book Service through which readers 
may order any book reviewed, many of which are not available in most bookstores, 
New subscribers will receive the complete Orion Nature Book Service catalog 
describing over 275 titles. 


MT. ST. HELENS TAKES ITS TOLL 

CASUALTY LIST 

5,250 Roosevelt Elk, 6,000 Black-Tailed Deer, 200 Black Bears, 100 Mountain Goats, 
15 Mountain Lions, 441,000 Salmon, Steelhead and other Trout, 1.5 million Birds 
and small mammals 

The numbers seem unbelievable, but not when you realise that the blast blew 
a cubic mile of earth off the top of Mt. St. Helens, Ten miles fromthe crater 
the blast hurled a 10 ton Caterpillar bulldozer 1,100 feet through the air • 
Biologists have called this the greatest natural wildlife disaster in American 
history. 

Many animals were killed at the time of the explosion, but many of the losses 
will be lo>ng term. Animals at the edge of the blast zone survived and moved 
into adjoining green areas, which will overload those areas and result in 
starvation. 

Three hundred miles of salmon and trout streams and 26 lakes were heavily 
damaged, In addition, 11 million fingerling coho and Chinook salmon were lost 
when Toutle River hatchery was flooded by ash and mud-laden water. 

After examining surviving trout in'some streams, game department biologists 
said: "See those nicks and jagged edges, and the pale colonation? The ash is 
cutting up their gills. They'll never make it." 

Ash fallout in the Columbia basin, 100 miles away, showed pheasant nest 
desertion rates of up to 90 percent. Desertion rates for waterfowl nests at 
Moses Lake, in the same area, xrere in the 85 percent to 90 percent range. 

An encoueaging note; deer have been spotted in the blast zone, eating new 
vegetation that is groxtfing up through the ash. Game biologists Rich Poelker 
found good signs of forage returning, young plants groxvLng up through the ash. 

He said; "I .see lots of ants, but no other insects. And I haven’t seen nor heard 
any birds," His final comment; "I guess you could sum it all up by saying that 
it will take a long, long time, but the birds will sing again on Mt.St, Helens," 

(reprinted from The Species Spectator Vol.l,No,2 198lj 

*-:'****#*•***-*?: -:-*** 


****-:••* *** 
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BLACK-MASKED LITTLE BEAR 


Occurring nowhere in the world except North America, the raccoon is perhaps the 
truly American mammal, whose Indian name means "Black-masked Little Bear." I 
Related to the panda, kinkajou, and coati,this ring-tailed, masked creature of 
the night, this nimble-fingered "burglar," indiscriminately raiding fields, 
gardens and garbage cans, is also the intelligent, playful, furry animal that 
many think they would love to have as a pet. The raccoon certainly rouses 
strong feelins in most. 

Preferring forested terrain in the vicinity of ponds,'lakes, streams, and swamps, 
the nocturnal, raccoon is not a lover of cold climates, for its greatest distri¬ 
bution is in the southern states and the milder areas of the west, A dedicated • 

omnivore, it varies its diet according to season, Pvor half its annual food 
consisting of plants. And so it is that those who have eagerly awaited a feast 
of tender young corn are sometimes outraged to discover raccoons have dined 
before them, leaving only damaged ears for the gardener's family. Young or 
other small mammals, small birds, insects, snails, amphibians, bird and turtle 
eggs--"What does the raccoon not eat?" --we wonder on examining the list. The 
answer of course is very little. Although an excellent climber and swimmer, 
the raccoon does not chase its prey, choosing instead to grub in the dirt (often 
looking the other way while so engaged), until it feels a suitable morsel; or, 
when feeding in water,it merely uses its nimble fingers to catch one of the 
creatures swimming by, be it frog, insect, or crustacean. The habit of'washing" 
its food even in captivity may be related to its habitat or to a need for extra 
water in the digestion of its food, The phenomenon apparently is not yet fully 
understood. 

'/here are, however, weeks in winter when the snoX\> is deep and/or temperatures 
drop below -4 degrees F, when our friends retreat to their cozy tree-hollow nests 
to sleep until conditions improve. Although often losing up to 50% of its fall 
weight due to such foodless spells, the raccoon is not a true hibernator, for 
it does not undergo the marked body changes associated with hibernation-~re- 
duction in body temperature and slowing of respiration and heartbeat. 

It is during the winter months (January to March) that mating takes place,and 
for short periods the male and female may stay together. One to seven young are 
born, usually in April or May, after a gestation period of 64 days. They bggin 
to leave the nest at five weeks, but ore not weaned until 4 months, at which 
time the family may disband, although there are reports of mothers and young 
remaining together for some months longer. 

The density of a population depends on food supply, number of trees suitable 
for nesting, plus predation pressures. (The raccoon has few enemies apart from the 
jaguar, puma, and man.) Ra<eoon territories often overlap, and the confrontation 
between two feeding competitors, while giving rise to an outward show of anger 
(growling,; lowered head, bared teeth, etc.),seldom leads to a fight. 

We may have a suspicion that the raccoon applies most of its aggressiveness, 
dexterity, and intelligence to outsmarting people. Its ability to climb fences, 
release latches, pry off lids, etc. can make it a formidable enemy of both 
farmers and city dwellers. Raccoons seem not to be as dhreatenod by civili¬ 
zation as are other species of wildlife; they will survive wherever a stand 
of trees exists, even if that is in the city or in an industrial compound. 
Apparently some live successfully in storm sewers, foraging among garbage 
cans and garden plots. 

The black-masked little bear thus far seems sufficiently strong and adaptable to keep 
its numbers up despite hunters, trappers, and the encroachment of civilization, and 

(continued on page 8) 
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LOOKING BACK 25 YEARS - DO YOU REMEMBER? 


HIKE TO PUSLINCH T O WNSHI P 

On Saturday, September 8,1956 the year's activities started in a most satis¬ 
factory way with an auto trip to Puslinch Township lead by Mr, Ray Sims. The 
weather was ideal and the group enjoyed rambling through several cedar-tama¬ 
rack swamps finding early fall flowers, and listening to Mr. Sims" interesting 
comments on the habits of the plants seen. Especially fine were displays of Great 
Lobelia in a swamp east of Highway 6, Centaurea at a gravel pit west of the 
highway and Turtle-head and Jewelweed at a swamp west of Aberfoyle, In this 
same swamp was found several large mosses and one flower of the False Violet, 
Dalibarda re pens , still in perfect condition. 

(from the Wood Duck Vol, 10(2), Oct/56) 
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The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. The WOOD DUCK 
is published 9 times yearly from September to May inclusive and it is 
mailed free to members. Contributions for publication are most welcome 
and should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st 
of the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted 
without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note¬ 
worthy Bird Records to Geo. North, 857 Eagle Dr,Burlington, 0nt.L7T 3A3 
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